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China, Sui or earijr T'ang I^asty, ca, 600 A,D. 

65.473 GUARDIAN LION 

White marble, H. 31'* including base 
H. 27-1/4”, lion only 

Purchase froa the J. H. Wade Fund 3 ror^ \ . Xoo 3G^ Ci-r^c^ \ 
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llie GUARDIAN LION of white marble from China's Sui or early T'ang period 
(ca. 600 A.D.) is one of the best examples known to hare survived the vandalism 
that occurred during djoiastic changes. It is comparable in quality only to a 
similar lion, about one-third the size of Cleveland's, in the Kansas City Kuseum. 
It is also the best example, not only of Chinese animal sculpture, but of the 
sculpture representing a transitional style developing from the early realism in 
animal art of the Northern and Southern Han dynasties, to the more monumental, and 
at the same time, more decorative style of a later period. The lion is probably 
originally from a tomb used for some member of the imperial family. It has never 
before been published. 



